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Gardening for Wildlife 
Creating a Bird-Friendly Yard
To create a bird-friendly yard, 
plant your garden with a bird’s 
diet in mind. Plant what birds like 
and what you like too, this creates 
biodiversity and a dynamic outdoor 
space to attract the widest variety 
of birds. Some people use the 70-
30 rule (70% native plants; 30% 
other plants). Habitat loss due to 
development causes food and shelter 
for birds to disappear contributing 
to declines in migratory and resident 
songbirds. As natural spaces go 
away, your backyard can become an 
important wildlife refuge. Even small 
gardens, when planted thoughtfully, 
can provide the essentials birds need 
to survive:  Food, Water, Shelter, and 
Safe Habitat.

BIRD HABITAT ESSENTIALS
Food—For a broader range of species, 
plant native trees, shrubs, and fl owers 
to attract insects that birds eat. And 
off er high-quality seed in diff erent 
feeders for seed-eaters. 

Water—Providing a consistent water 
source such as a birdbath, fountain, 
or small pond—supports essential 
behaviors like feather maintenance 
(preening) and hydration. Incorpo-
rating moving water, like a bubbler or 
dripper attracts even more birds.

Shelter—Birds need cover to stay safe 
from predators and weather. Trees, 
shrubs, dense grass, leaf piles, vines, 
and rock piles can serve as shelter.

Nesting Areas—Cavity-nesters 
like chickadees and bluebirds benefi t 
from nesting boxes. Other birds like 
towhees may nest in shrubs. Some 
birds like juncos nest on the ground so 
ground cover is important.

GARDENING TIPS
Plant native plants: These support 
native insects—an essential food 
source for birds, especially when 
raising young. Oak trees, even after 
they die, are very benefi cial. 

Plant in layers: Combine tall trees, 
mid-sized shrubs, and low-growing 
plants to create natural structure.

Leave the leaf litter: Birds like 
sparrows and thrashers forage in it.

Avoid pesticides: Many birds rely 
on insects for food. By reducing 
chemicals, you protect them—and 
your family and pets.

Create “instant cover” in new yards: 
Use your discarded Christmas tree as 
a brush pile or add container gardens 
with nectar-rich fl owers.

• Once in bloom, keep the fl owers and 
don’t hedge trim away. 

• Minimize hard pruning or tree 
trimming during the breeding 
season between March-August. 
Dead trees are part of a natural 

Blooming Palo Verde tree with Rufous Hummingbird. ©Tony Woo
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habitat. They support native insects 
and are often host to cavity nesting 
birds. If you are able to keep any 
portion of a dead or dying tree on 
your property it will help your bird 
life thrive.

THE PLANTS BIRDS LOVE
Native Trees & Shrubs for Wildlife

• Native Oaks

• Madrone

• Manzanita

• Toyon

• Ceanothus

• Elderberry 

• Willow

Hummingbird & Butterfl y Favorites 

• California Fuchsia

• Penstemon

• Sticky Monkey Flower

• Western Columbine (Aquilegia 
formosa)

• Lantana

• Sages

• Red Larkspur (Delphinium 
cardinale)

• Twinberry (Native honeysuckle)

• Wooly Blue Curls (Trichostemma 
lanatum)

• Island Bush Snapdragon (Galvezia 
speciosa)

• Wild Gooseberry (Ribes speciosum)

• Quail Bush (Atriplex lentiformis)

• Bladder Pod (Isomeris arborea)

• Hound’s Tongue (Cynoglossum 
grande)

NATIVE PLANT NURSERIES 
Your local nurseries often have a 
native plant section:

• Yerba Buena Nursery (Half Moon 
Bay – yerbabuenanursery.com

• Yamagami’s Garden Center 
(Cupertino) – yamagamis.com

• Curious Flora Nursery (formerly 
Annie’s in Richmond) –
curiousfl ora.com

• Grass Roots Ecology – 
grassrootsecology.org/nursery

BOOKS
• Nature’s Best Hope – Douglas Tallamy

• Designing California Native Gardens – 
Keator & Middlebrook

• The Landscaping Ideas of Jays – 
Judith Larner Lowry

• The Habitat Garden Book – Nancy 
Bauer

• California Bees & Blooms – Gordon 
Frankie

• The California Native Landscape – 
Greg Rubin & Lucy Warren

• Reimagining the California Lawn – 
Bornstein, Fross & O’Brien

PLANTS TO AVOID
Invasive plants harm native 
ecosystems. Many garden favorites, 
like pampas grass and English ivy, 
escape cultivation and displace native 
plants. Learn more about specifi c 
natives at: cal-ipc.org/plants/

impact

NATIVE PLANT RESOURCES
• CNPS Santa Clara Valley Chapter – 

cnps-scv.org

• UC Master Gardeners Santa Clara – 
mastergardeners.org

• Our City Forest – ourcityforest.org

• OAEC – Occidental Arts & Ecology 
Center – oaec.org

CALIFORNIA NATIVE 
LANDSCAPING 
PROFESSIONALS
• Bay Maples: Wild CA Gardens – 

baymaples.com

• California Nativescapes – 
calnativescapes.com

• Smart Yards Coop – 
smartyardscoop.com/ourapproach

Store owner Lisa Myers has a bird loving Oak Tree in her front yard and replaced her own front lawn with California 

Natives complete with bird nesting boxes, a bat box, and two bird baths to help the local wildlife.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


